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VOTER POLL PROFILES CORZINE VICTORY 

Turnout, issues, and backlash against ex-wife’s remarks and Bush figure into win 

 
 Democrat Jon Corzine won the governor’s race by turning out his base and piling 

up large margins among women and non-white voters while neutralizing Republican 

Doug Forrester on property taxes and corruption, the most important issues of the 

campaign. 

 The reaction to an ad featuring critical remarks by Corzine’s ex-wife and voters’ 

perceptions linking Forrester to President Bush also contributed to Corzine’s victory, 

according to the latest Star-Ledger/Eagleton-Rutgers Poll. 

 A survey of 444 voters conducted from Tuesday night, after the polls closed, 

through Friday showed that Corzine won 87 percent of the Democratic vote, 57 percent 

of the female vote and 79 percent of the nonwhite vote.  Forrester carried 83 percent of 

the Republican vote but did not carry any other demographic vote and only split the 

independent vote with Corzine. 

 The voter sample consisted of individuals who previously had been interviewed 

by The Star-Ledger/Eagleton-Rutgers Poll in its final pre-election survey Nov. 1-5. The 

sample was weighted to reflect the actual outcome of Tuesday’s election. 

 The poll found that Forrester ran strongest on his key issues: reducing property 

taxes and ending corruption in state government.  Of the 37 percent of voters who said   

A story based on the survey findings presented in this release and background memo appears in the 
Sunday, November 13, 2005 Star-Ledger.  We ask users to properly attribute this copyrighted 
information to “The Star-Ledger/Eagleton-Rutgers Poll.” 
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the next governor’s top priority should be property tax relief,  55 percent voted for 

Forrester.   Of the 20 percent who named ending corruption as the top priority, 57 percent 

voted for Forrester.  However, among the 39% listing other issues, ranging from 

education to health care, Corzine led Forrester 71 percent to 27 percent. 

 “The property tax and corruption issues worked for Forrester,” said Murray 

Edelman, director of The Star-Ledger/Eagleton-Rutgers Poll. “But that intense focus left 

him highly vulnerable on a number of other issues important to voters.” 

 Critical statements by Corzine’s ex-wife, Joanne, in newspaper interviews 

published the week before the election appear to have influenced voters’ choices in 

different ways. Of the 19 percent who said the statements had an effect, Forrester did 

slightly better than Corzine. Of those who said the comments had no effect, Corzine led 

Forrester 56 percent to 42 percent. 

 Forrester’s use of some of Joanne Corzine’s comments in a campaign ad, 

however, appeared to have backfired. Of the 25 percent  who said the ad affected their 

vote choice, 78 percent voted for Corzine and 18 percent voted for Forrester. 

 “This ad was a last-minute gamble by Forrester and it clearly did not work,” 

Edelman said, adding, “The reaction against the ad was more pronounced among men 

than among women.”  

 The candidates’ attempts to link their opponents to polarizing political figures 

through statements and campaign ads also may have influenced voters.  

Forty percent of voters said Forrester’s association with President Bush affected 

their vote choice. Of that number, 70 percent voted for Corzine. Only 26 percent said 

Corzine’s association with former Governor James McGreevey influenced their vote 

choice. Of that amount, 74 percent voted for Forrester. 

“This is one more piece of evidence that President Bush was a liability in the 

elections held this November.”  Edelman said. 

   The debates, on the other hand, did not appear to give either candidate an 

advantage.  The candidates were even among the 28 percent who said that the debates 

impacted their vote, while Corzine did better than his statewide margin among those who 

said the debates did not affect their vote. 
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 Thirty-eight percent of the sample identified themselves as Democrats, 28 percent 

as Republicans and 34 percent as independent voters. The 10-point gap between 

Democrats and Republicans exceeds those found in exit polls from previous 

gubernatorial races in 2001, 1997, and 1993. 

 “Corzine had a major success in turning out his base in a historically low turnout 

race,” Edelman observed. 

 Motivations behind the votes also varied among the candidates’ supporters. Those 

voting for Corzine were more likely to say they voted for their candidate as opposed to 

voting against his opponent. Among the Corzine supporters, 73 percent said their vote 

was a vote for Corzine, while 22 percent said it was a vote against Forrester. A higher 

percentage of Forrester supporters said their vote was a vote against Corzine, 40 percent, 

while 54 percent said their vote was a vote for Forrester. 

 Since the respondents were re-interviewed, it is possible to compare their vote 

choice in the week prior to the election with their Election Day vote.   From that 

perspective, Corzine did slightly better than Forrester at holding on to his support  and 

hence his lead in that poll. And those who were undecided broke for Corzine by a margin 

of 46 percent to 31 percent, perhaps giving more indication of a backlash against the 

dominant story in that last week, the Joanne Corzine statements.   

 In one sense, not much happened late in the campaign. Fifty eight percent of the 

voters said that they had made their decision on whom to vote for prior to the month of 

October and split 56 percent for Corzine to 44 percent for Forrester.  

 “With many millions of dollars, charges and counter-charges, there was very little 

change in candidate preferences in the last five weeks,” Edelman said. 
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BACKGROUND MEMO – RELEASE (EP 157cb-1) November 13, 2005 
 
 

 
 
 
The latest Star-Ledger/Eagleton-Rutgers Poll was conducted beginning just after the polls closed Nov. 8 through Nov. 11. 
The poll attempted to re-interview the 724 respondents who indicated that they were considering voting when interviewed 
in a  pre-election poll Nov. 1-5.  In all, 546 respondents were reached, 504 said that they had voted, and 444 indicated for 
whom they had voted.  Their responses were adjusted to represent the larger sample of 724 respondents based on their 
answers to demographic questions in the pre-election poll.  Since the larger sample came from a scientifically selected 
random sample of 1,132 New Jersey adults that demographically represented the state, this process insures that the 
smaller sample is a good representation of all voters in this past election.  
 
This procedure is different from exit polls where voters are interviewed just as they leave the polling place.  While this 
poll is based on self-reports of voting, the exit polls have the advantage of interviewing the respondent just after he or she 
voted.  However, statewide exit polls are usually conducted at a small sample of 15 to 40 precincts, while in this survey 
each respondent was selected from the entire state.  In both types of surveys, the respondent data is improved by being 
adjusted to represent the actual vote in the state. This post-election poll data also was adjusted to include the demographic 
characteristics of those who were interviewed in the pre-election poll, but could not be reached for the post-election poll.  
 
All surveys are subject to sampling error, which is the expected probable difference between interviewing everyone in a 
population versus a scientific sample drawn from that population. The sampling error for the sub-sample of 444 voters is 
+4.7 percent at a 95 percent confidence interval. Thus if 34 percent of New Jersey voters were found to identify as 
independent voters , one would be 95 percent sure that the interval from 29.3 to 38.7 percent (34  + 4.7) would contain the 
true figure had all New Jersey voters been interviewed, rather than just a sample.   Sampling error increases as the sample 
size decreases, so statements based on various population subgroups are subject to more error than are statements based 
on the total sample, e.g. the sampling error on the vote of Independent voters would be greater.  The following chart 
shows the relationship between sample size and sampling error.     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Sampling error does not take into account other sources of variation inherent in public opinion studies, such as non-
response, question wording or context effects.  The verbatim wording of all questions referred to in this release are as 
follows: 
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Corzine-Forrester 
 

For whom did you vote? Was it  (ROTATE) Jon Corzine, the Democrat, Doug Forrester, 
the Republican, or some other candidate for Governor? (V3) 
 

POLL 157cb / Nov 2005 Total* Corzine Forrester 
Other 

candidate (n) 
 100% 53% 43% 3% 444 
Party ID      
--Democrat 38% 87% 13% 1%** 169 
--Republican 28% 15% 83% 2% 123 
--Independent 34% 48% 45% 7% 148 
      
Gender      
--Male 49% 50% 46% 4% 221 
--Female 51% 57% 41% 3% 223 
      
Race      
--White 83% 49% 48% 3% 369 
--Non-white 15% 79% 21% --- 67 
      
Age      
--18-29 2% *** *** *** *** 
--30-49 37% 54% 43% 4% 162 
--50-64 38% 49% 49% 2% 169 
--65+ 24% 61% 35% 4% 104 
      
Education      
--High school and below 22% 49% 49% 3% 96 
--Some college and above 78% 55% 42% 3% 348 

 
*The figures in this column represent the relative size of the voting group.  So, for example, 38% 
of the entire sample are Democrats. 
 
**Figures reported here are row percentages.  So, for example, of the 38% of Democrats surveyed, 
87% indicated voting for Corzine. 
 
***Subgroup contains less than 50. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The table below consists of a cross-tabulation of stated vote intention from the Nov. 1-5 poll by 
actual reported vote in the Nov. 8-11 poll.  For example, in the pre-election poll 47% indicated 
they intended to vote for Corzine, while 95% of those individuals reported actually voting for him 
in the post-election poll. 
 

POLL 157cb / Poll 157 
Nov 2005 Total Corzine Forrester 

Other 
candidate (n=444)

Corzine 47% 95% 5% --- 214 
Forrester 42% 9% 89% 2% 180 
Undecided/RF 11% 46% 31% 23% 50 
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Are you very sure about voting for [FILL NAME – Q.G1/Q.G1a]; or might you change 
your mind before Election Day? (G2) by V3 

 
 

POLL 157cb / Nov 2005 Total Corzine Forrester
Other 

Candidate 
 

(n=385) 
Very Sure 84% 55% 45% --- 322 
Might Change 16% 50% 47% 3% 61 

 
 

When did you decide whom to support for Governor? (V4) 
 

POLL 157cb / Nov 2005 Total Corzine Forrester 
Other 

candidate 
 

(n=428)
      
Three days before the election 15% 48% 52% --- 62 
      
Week before the election 9% *** *** --- *** 
      
The month of October 17% 51% 49% --- 73 
      
Earlier 58% 56% 44% --- 249 

 
 
Would you say your vote was more for (FILL CANDIDATE FROM V3) or more 
against the other candidate? (V4a) 
 

POLL 157cb / Nov 2005 Total Corzine Forrester 
Other 

candidate 
     
For Corzine 40%* 73%** --- --- 
     
For Forrester 24% --- 54% --- 
     
Against Corzine 18% --- 40% --- 
     
Against Forrester 12% 22% --- --- 
     
(n) 428 243 185 --- 
 
*The figures reported here represent the relative size of the voting group.  For example, 40% of 
the entire sample said their vote was “for Corzine.” 
 
**The figures reported in this table are column percentages.  For example, of the Corzine voters, 
73% said they voted “for Corzine” and 22% said they voted “against Forrester.” 
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I am going to read a list of items. Please tell me which had an impact on  
your vote choice.   
 
The statements made by Joanne Corzine about John Corzine. (V5) 

  
 (READ Q. V5, Q. V6, Q. V7 IN ORDER, AND ROTATE Q. V8-Q.V12) 
 

 

POLL 157cb / Nov 2005 Total Corzine Forrester 
Other 

candidate 
 

(n=444) 
Yes 19% 45% 49% 6% 85 
No 80% 56% 42% 2% 355 

 
 
I am going to read a list of items. Please tell me which had an impact on  
your vote choice.   
 
Doug Forrester’s use of those statements in an ad (V6) 
 

 

POLL 157cb / Nov 2005 Total Corzine Forrester 
Other 

candidate 
 

(n=444) 
Yes 25% 78% 18% 5% 113 
No 74% 45% 52% 3% 325 

 
 

POLL 157cb / Nov 2005 Total Corzine Forrester 
Other 

candidate 
 

(n=113) 
Yes – Male 45% 82% 16% 2% 53 
Yes - Female  55% 74% 21% 5% 60 

     
 

(n=325) 
No - Male 51% 41% 55% 4% 166 
No - Female 49% 49% 49% 2% 159 
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I am going to read a list of items. Please tell me which had an impact on  
your vote choice.   
 
Jon Corzine’s response to the statements made by Joanne Corzine (V7) 
 
 

POLL 157cb / Nov 2005 Total Corzine Forrester 
Other 

candidate 
 

(n=444) 
Yes 13% 68% 25% 7% 57 
No 85% 52% 46% 2% 377 

 
 
I am going to read a list of items. Please tell me which had an impact on  
your vote choice.   
 
The campaign ads (V8) 
 

 

POLL 157cb / Nov 2005 Total Corzine Forrester 
Other 

candidate 
 

(n=444) 
Yes 32% 52% 41% 7% 145 
No 67% 54% 45% 1% 297 

 
 
I am going to read a list of items. Please tell me which had an impact on  
your vote choice.   
 
The debates (V9) 
 
 

POLL 157cb / Nov 2005 Total Corzine Forrester 
Other 

candidate 
 

(n=444) 
Yes 28% 48% 48% 3% 124 
No 70% 56% 41% 3% 310 

 
 
I am going to read a list of items. Please tell me which had an impact on  
your vote choice.   
 
The candidate’s political party (V10) 
 

POLL 157cb / Nov 2005 Total Corzine Forrester 
Other 

candidate 
 

(n=444) 
Yes 58% 56% 44% 1% 254 
No 42% 51% 43% 6% 188 
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I am going to read a list of items. Please tell me which had an impact on  
your vote choice.   
 
Doug Forrester’s association with President Bush (V11) 
 
 

POLL 157cb / Nov 2005 Total Corzine Forrester 
Other 

candidate 
 

(n=444) 
Yes 40% 70% 29% 1% 180 
No 59% 43% 53% 4% 261 

 
 
I am going to read a list of items. Please tell me which had an impact on  
your vote choice.   
 
John Corzine’s association with former Governor James McGreevey (V12) 
 
 

POLL 157cb / Nov 2005 Total Corzine Forrester 
Other 

candidate 
 

(n=444) 
Yes 26% 24% 74% 2% 115 
No 74% 64% 33% 3% 327 
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 Now I’m going to read to you a list of issues that the next Governor of New Jersey may 
address.  Which one of the following issues should be the top priority for the next 
Governor to address? (READ AND ROTATE)  (MP1) 

 
 

POLL 157cb / Poll 157 
Nov 2005 Total Corzine Forrester 

Some other 
candidate 

 
(n=444) 

      
Eliminating corruption among state 
elected officials 20% 34% 57% 9% 88 
      
Reducing property taxes 37% 43% 55% 2% 159 
      
Several issues* 39% 71% 27% 2% 180 
      
None of the above --- --- --- --- --- 
      
Other 1% *** *** *** *** 
      
Don’t know/refused 2% *** *** *** *** 

 
*Combines responses given for protecting the state from terrorist attacks; improving the quality of education; 
increasing access to quality healthcare; and dealing with the state’s budget crisis. 
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Regardless of which candidate for governor you support, which one of the candidates, do 
you think would do the best job of reducing property taxes? (CA1) 

 
 
POLL 157cb / Poll 157 
Nov 2005 –Voters      

Which one of the candidates would 
do the best job of? Total Corzine Forrester

Other 
candidate 

 
(n=444) 

Reducing property taxes – Corzine 36% 89% 11% --- 163 

Reducing property taxes - Forrester 42% 19% 81% 1% 183 
None of the above 9% *** *** *** *** 
All the same 2% *** *** *** *** 
DK/RF 11% *** *** *** *** 
 
 

Regardless of which candidate for governor you support, which one of the candidates, do 
you think would do the best job of eliminating corruption among state elected officials? 
(CA2) 

 
 
POLL 157cb / Poll 157 
Nov 2005 –Voters     

 

Which one of the candidates would 
do the best job of? Total Corzine Forrester

Other 
candidate 

 
(n=444) 

Eliminating corruption among state 
elected officials – Corzine 34% 94% 6% --- 153 

      
Eliminating corruption among state 
elected officials - Forrester 40% 12% 86% 1% 173 

      
None of the above 13% 55% 25% 20% 57 
All the same 2% *** --- --- *** 
DK/RF 12% 66% 34% --- 52 
 
 


