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POLITICAL FIGURES IN NEW JERSEY 

Who’s Up, Who’s Down, and Who’s Nowhere 

New Jersey’s two U.S. Senators, Democrats Jon Corzine and Frank Lautenberg 

are the most positively viewed of New Jersey’s political figures.  Former U.S. Senator 

Robert Torricelli has taken over from former Governor Jim Florio as the least well 

regarded.  And former Governor Christie Whitman and current Governor James E. 

McGreevey are somewhere in the middle. 

 This is a summary of findings of the latest Star-Ledger/Eagleton-Rutgers Poll 

conducted between January 7 and 13 with a scientifically selected sample of 904 New 

Jersey residents.  The poll also tested U.S. Attorney Chris Christie, Senate President 

Richard Codey and Assembly Speaker Albio Sires, finding that none register a significant 

impact on citizens of the state.  The survey has a sampling error of ± 3.9 percent. 
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A story based on the survey findings presented in this release and background memo 
appears in the Thursday, January 29, 2004 Star-Ledger.  We ask users to properly attribute 
this copyrighted information to “The Star-Ledger/Eagleton-Rutgers Poll.” 
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Favorable opinions of Senator Jon Corzine outnumber negative ones by a margin 

of three-to-one--46 percent favorable to only 15 percent unfavorable, with the remainder 

expressing no opinion.  Corzine, the former co-chairman of Wall Street investment firm 

Goldman Sachs, has risen to become a major player in the national Democratic party 

midway through his first term in office.  He is now Chair of the Democratic Senatorial 

Campaign Committee. 

 Frank Lautenberg is also highly regarded, with 42 percent favorable and 23 

percent unfavorable.  Another 35 percent express no opinion.  Lautenberg had served 

three terms in the Senate before retiring in 2000, only to be drafted by state Democratic 

leaders to replace Torricelli on the ticket in 2002 after Torricelli became embroiled in a 

fund-raising scandal. 

 Mainly as a result of that scandal, Torricelli has the highest negatives of any of 

the politicians tested by the Rutgers-based poll.  Just one-in-five has positive regard for 

Torricelli while twice as many offer negative assessments of him.  More Garden State 

residents also view former Governor Jim Florio unfavorably (40%) than offer favorable 

assessments of him (27%). 

 Former two-term Governor Christie Whitman has the highest positive rating of 

anyone tested (47%), but also has a significant negative rating at 37 percent unfavorable.  

Just 16 percent offer no opinion of Whitman, the lowest of all nine figures asked about.  

Statewide, assessments about current Governor McGreevey tilt negative, with 43 percent 

holding an unfavorable view of him and 36 percent holding a favorable one. 
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 Despite holding leadership positions during the last session of the state legislature, 

very few New Jerseyans are able to offer any assessment of Assembly Speaker Sires or 

Senate President Codey.  Eight out of ten New Jerseyans hold no opinion of Sires--just 11 

percent have a favorable opinion of the Hudson county democrat and 10 percent an 

unfavorable opinion of him.  The marks for Democrat Codey of Essex County are 

similar: 16 percent favorable, 11 percent unfavorable and 73 percent no opinion. 

 Finally, three-quarters have no opinion of Christie, who has been in the news 

recently for prosecuting highly visible political corruption cases in New Jersey.  Just 15 

percent have a favorable opinion of Christie, who has been mentioned as a possible 

Republican candidate for Governor in 2005, but just nine percent have an unfavorable 

opinion of him. 

 Poll director Cliff Zukin commented, “Local TV news is the primary information 

source for most people, and in New Jersey that means mainly New York and Philadelphia 

stations.  These pay little to no attention to what goes on in New Jersey government and 

politics, which is one of the reasons that knowledge is so low and so few are able to offer 

opinions.”       
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BACKGROUND MEMO – RELEASE (EP145-5) January 29, 2004 
  

The latest Star-Ledger/Eagleton-Rutgers Poll was conducted by telephone from January 7 to 13 with a scientifically selected random 
sample of 904 New Jersey adults.  Some of the figures in this release are based upon a sub-sample of 823 registered voters. All surveys 
are subject to sampling error, which is the expected probable difference between interviewing everyone in a population versus a scientific 
sampling drawn from that population.   The sampling error is + 3.9 percent, at a 95 percent confidence interval.  Thus if 50 percent of 
New Jersey adult residents were found to say that things in New Jersey are going in the right direction, one would be 95 percent sure that 
the true figure would be between 46.1 and 53.9 percent (50 + 3.9) had all New Jersey adult residents been interviewed, rather than just a 
sample.  Sampling error increases as the sample size decreases, so statements based on various population subgroups, such as separate 
figures reported for Democrats, Independents or Republicans, are subject to more error than are statements based on the total sample.  
The sampling error for registered voters is ± 4.2 percent.  

 
Sampling error does not take into account other sources of variation inherent in public opinion studies, such as non-response, question 
wording or context effects.  The verbatim wording of all questions asked is reproduced in this background memo.  The sample has been 
stratified based on county and the data have been weighted on age and education to insure an accurate proportional representation of the 
state.  A split sample approach was used, in which half the respondents were asked their opinions of certain public figures, and half the 
sample were asked about the remaining public figures.  The questions referred to in this release are as follows: 

 
 
“I’m going to read you the names of some political figures in New Jersey and would like you to 
tell me if your opinion of each is favorable or unfavorable.  If you don’t have an opinion, just say 
so.  First, how about [NAME] – favorable or unfavorable?” [NF] 

 
   GOVERNOR JAMES McGREEVEY: 
 

 Favorable Unfavorable No Opinion Total (n) 
January 2004  
All Adults 36% 43% 21% 100% (904) 

Registered Voters 38% 47% 15% 100% (823) 
      

Party Affiliation      
--Democrat 52 26 22 100 (289) 
--Independent 35 44 21 100 (295) 
--Republican 21 64 15 100 (214) 
 
 
U.S. SENATOR JON CORZINE: 
  
 Favorable Unfavorable No Opinion Total (n) 
January 2004  
All Adults 46% 15% 40% 101% (904) 

Registered Voters 50% 17% 33% 100% (823) 
      

Party Affiliation      
--Democrat 58 7 35 100 (289) 
--Independent 51 13 35 99 (295) 
--Republican 31 27 42 100 (214) 
      

PAST SURVEYS      
--March 2002 37 17 46 100 (803) 
--April 2001 27 15 58 101 (802) 
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U.S. SENATOR FRANK LAUTENBERG: 
 
 Favorable Unfavorable No Opinion Total (n) 
January 2004  
All Adults 42% 23% 35% 100% (904) 

Registered Voters 48% 25% 28% 101% (823) 
      

Party Affiliation      
--Democrat 54 11 35 100 (289) 
--Independent 44 26 30 100 (295) 
--Republican 33 35 32 100 (214) 
      

PAST SURVEYS      
--November 1994 42 29 29 100 (801) 
 
 
[Asked of half the sample] 
 
NEW JERSEY SENATE PRESIDENT RICHARD CODEY: 
 
 Favorable Unfavorable No Opinion Total (n) 
January 2004  
All Adults 16% 11% 73% 100% (452) 

Registered Voters 14% 11% 74% 99% (413) 

 
NEW JERSEY SENATE ASSEMBLY SPEAKER ALBIO SIRES: 
 
 Favorable Unfavorable No Opinion Total (n) 
January 2004  
All Adults 11% 10% 79% 100% (452) 

Registered Voters 8% 11% 81% 100% (413) 

 
U.S. ATTORNEY CHRIS CHRISTIE: 
 Favorable Unfavorable No Opinion Total (n) 
January 2004  
All Adults 15% 9% 76% 100% (452) 

Registered Voters 16% 10% 74% 100% (410) 

 
FORMER U.S. SENATOR ROBERT TORRICELLI: 
 Favorable Unfavorable No Opinion Total (n) 
January 2004  
All Adults 19% 40% 41% 100% (452) 

Registered Voters 22% 49% 30% 101% (410) 
      

PAST SURVEYS      
--March 2002 29 22 49 100 (803) 
--April 2001 24 14 61 99 (802) 
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FORMER GOVERNOR CHRISTIE WHITMAN: 
 
 Favorable Unfavorable No Opinion Total (n) 
January 2004  
All Adults 47% 37% 16% 100% (452) 

Registered Voters 43% 45% 13% 101% (413) 
      

PAST SURVEYS      
--January 2001 51 29 20 100 (803) 
--March 2000 51 27 22 100 (800) 
 
 
FORMER GOVERNOR JIM FLORIO: 
 
 Favorable Unfavorable No Opinion Total (n) 
January 2004  
All Adults 27% 40% 33% 100% (452) 

Registered Voters 29% 43% 28% 100% (410) 
      

 
 


